UNMASKING THE MASK

LESSON PLAN

ADAPTED FOR SPECIAL POPULATIONS

Unit Plan Overview:

Teacher Candidate:
School:

Unit Title:
Length of Class Period:

Approx. # of Students in Each Class:

Beginning Date for this Unit:
Ending Date for This Unit:

Description:

Unit objectives: Lesson 1:

ART ED, 402 SUMMER 2014

Alison Miller and Shellie Kacillas

Unmasking the Mask
50 Mins Each

25

Spring 2014

2014

Masks have served multiple purposes in many cultures past and
present. This unit will explore why people create and wear masks and
how masks can be made using mixed media.

1. Students will answer questions on a worksheet regarding their prior
knowledge about masks and mask-making.

2. Students will discuss and research why people in various cultures
wear masks and what meanings those masks convey (social disguise,
protection, entertainment, societal role, and/or emotional content)
MOVAS.1B(HC), MOVAS5.1A(AP)

3. Students will discuss the aesthetic qualities of the masks from the
Democratic Republic of Congo and by contemporary Eskimo mask-
maker Terresa White, focusing on shape, line quality, and asymmetry.
MOVAS.2A(AP), MOVAS5.1B(HC)

4, Students will sketch a mask design in pencil to create an
asymmetrical mask which conveys an emotion. MOVAS5.2A(EP)



Lesson 2:

Students Prior Knowledge:
Connections:

Community:

5. Students will work in small-groups to identify what emotions they
have chosen for their masks and why those emotions are important to
portray.

6. Upon teacher approval of their designs, students will construct 3D
wearable masks, using poster board, which conveys a specific
emotion.

7. Students will incorporate implied and simulated texture contrasts
on their masks using paint, yarn and magazine clippings.
MOVAS.1A(PP), MOVAS5.1B(PP), MOVAS.1A(EP), MOVAS.2A(EP),
MOVAS.2C(EP)

8. Students will examine and practice pronouncing new vocabulary
words related to masks and mask-making.

1. Students will discuss the formal and aesthetic properties of the
painting Masks by Emil Nolde. MOVA5.2A(AP), MOVA5.1B(HC)

2. Students will share their research on masks and mask-making with
the class.

3. Students will publish their research on masks and mask-making on
the class blog.

3. Students will examine and evaluate how implied/simulated
textures, asymmetrical balance, contrast/variety of textures and color
express emotions in the masks they have made. MOVAS5.1A(PP)
MOVAS5.1D(EP), MOVAS5.2A(EP), MOVAS5.2C(EP)

4. Students will document and evaluate their masks. MOVAS5.2A(AP)

5. Students will answer questions on a worksheet regarding their
current understanding of masks and mask-making.

4.1A(PP) 4.3A (PP) 4.2A(PP) 4.2F(EP)4.1B(HC)
Social Studies, Theater (Drama)

Theater-The Coterie, mask maker, costume shop, fire department-
hospital-sports teams (mask as protection)



Missouri Standards:

National Visual standards:

Creating:

Presenting:
Responding:

Connecting:

Technology Integration:

Overview of Unit:
Lesson One

Title:

Description

Lesson Two
Title
Description

Art Lesson Plan:

Teacher Candidate:

School:

Lesson Number:

Length of Class Period:

MOVAS.1A(PP), MOVAS.1B(PP), MOVA5.1A(PP), MOVAS5.1D(EP),
MOVAS.2A(EP), MOVA5.2C(EP), MOVAS.2A(AP), MOVAS.1B(HC),
MOVAS.1A(AP)

5. Cr. 1A. Combine ideas to generate an innovative idea for art-
making.

5. Cr. 2A. Experiment and develop skills in multiple art-making
techniques and approaches through practice.

5. Cr. 2B. Demonstrate quality craftsmanship through care for and use

of materials, tools and equipment.

5. Re. 1A. Compare one’s own interpretation of a work of art with the
interpretation of others.

5. Re. 2A. Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual
imagery.

5. Re. 1B. Interpret art by analyzing characteristics of form and
structure, contextual information, subject matter, visual elements, and
use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed.

5. Co. 2A. Apply formal and conceptual vocabularies of art and design

to see surroundings in new ways through art-making.

camera, Photoshop, video projector

Creating the Mask

Students will explore why people create and wear
masks and then create their own masks using mixed
media

Reflecting on the Mask
After creating their own masks (lesson 1) students will

document and reflect upon their work.

Alison Miller and Shellie Kacillas
Sunnyhill Elementary
Day 1

50 mins



Approximate Number of Students in Each Class: 25
Beginning Date for this Lesson: Spring 2014

Ending Date for this Lesson: 2014

Day 1 Objectives

Links to 8 Habit of Minds
Develop Craft __ x Understand Art Worlds__x___

Engage/Persist____ Stretch and Explore
Envision__ x__ Observe__x__
Express  x__ Reflect

Vocabulary and Definitions (Introduced and Reinforced)
-Asymmetry

-Hard and soft Edge

-Surface Quality

-Terresa White

-Texture Contrast

-Tabs

-Slits

List of Materials (ART) (Kind and number of)

25 of the following:

-sketch paper

-posterboard 12”x14”

-pencils

-tempera paint-variety of colors
-paint brushes-variety of sizes

-3 sets of modified tools

- mask and mask-making worksheet

- task checklists

- vocabulary worksheet

-3 classroom computers with Adobe Creative Suite (Photoshop) installed on them
-computer-aided design tools for use with Photoshop

-articles and research tools located in the mask and mask-making Learning Center

Resources (BOOK, Art Education journals/resources, Youtube, Websites, Community) (list 5)

-Articles about masks and mask-making to be determined by teacher

-“Emmett Kelly — What’s My Line?” - http://youtu.be/Nop6Aocee-HU

- Be a Clown: Techniques from a Real Clown (Quick Starts for Kids!), Ron Burgess, Heather Barberie (Illustrator),
2001.

-“Ringling Bros Clown College” - http://youtu.be/GpRIUay7UhE

-Marvel Comics — www.marvel.com



-National Hockey League — NHL.com
-National Football League — NFL.com

Art/Visual Culture Example

-The Phantom of the Opera — http://www.thephantomoftheopera.com/sights-sounds/photos

-Nick Cave — nickcaveart.com/main/intro.html

-African Deformity Masks (with vertical mouth) - http://masksoftheworld.com/wp-
content/maskoftheworld_archives/Africa/African%20Deformity%20Mask.htm

-lconic Masks in Movie History — http://whatculture.com/film/9-most-iconic-masks-in-cinema-history.php
-Jeff Semmerling and Sonja Schaefer, Mask Makers — www.maskartists.com (Abstracts: Spiral Material, Leather
— Jeff Semmerling and Large Flaring Abstract Material: Leather — Sonja Schaefer)

-Mbangu Mask - http://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/cultur/tervuren/tera02e.shtml

-Terresa White - http://www.terresawhite.com

Adaptions for Special Populations

Modified supplies, materials and instructions as determined by teacher.

Preparations (classrooms and/or Materials)

Projector for Images - Powerpoint

The posterboard will be precut and materials will be prepared before class.

The computers will be on and Adobe Creative Suite (Photoshop) will be open.

Computer-aided design tools for Photoshop will be prepared.

The projector will be positioned in a direction where it will not receive glare from any light sources.

The teacher will provide students with a task checklist.

The instructor will supply three sets of modified tools.

Students may move their chairs during the presentation in order to see or hear the presentation more clearly.
Students who desire to research masks and mask-making will be provided with articles and other resources at
the Learning Center.

Teacher will divide students into small discussion groups.

Safety Issues and Procedures

Non-toxic materials will be used

Lesson 2:

Links to 8 Habits of Minds

Develop Craft Understand Art Worlds__x___
Engage/Persist_x___ Stretch and Explore_ x__
Envision_ Observe__x__

Express  x__ Reflect__x__



Vocabulary and Definitions (Introduced and Reinforced)
Emil Nolde

Asymmetry

Texture Contrast

List of Materials (ART) (Kind and number of)

-lpads

-yarn

-magazine scraps

-glue

-scissors

-hole puncher

-stamps, cardboard, other alternative painting utensils

- task checklists

-3 classroom computers with Adobe Creative Suite (Photoshop) installed on them, with internet capability

Resources (BOOK, Art Education journals/resources, Youtube, Websites, Community) (list 5)

-Nelson Atkins Museum of Art

Art/Visual culture Example

-http://fineartamerica.com/art/paintings/mask/all
-Phantom of the Opera, Clowns, Batman

Adaptions for Special Populations

Modified supplies, materials and instructions as determined by teacher.

Preparations (classrooms and/or Materials)

Projector for Images-Powerpoint

The projector will be positioned in a direction where it will not receive glare from any light sources.

The teacher will provide students with a task checklist.

The teacher will provide students with computer with which to type and upload class blog entries about masks
and mask-making.

The computers will be on and Adobe Creative Suite (Photoshop) will be open.

Computer-aided design tools for Photoshop will be prepared.

The instructor will supply three sets of modified tools.

Students may move their chairs during the presentation in order to see or hear the presentation more clearly.

Safety Issues and Procedures

No safety issues anticipated
Students may move their chairs during the presentation to see or hear the presentation more clearly.



Lesson 1 Lesson Plan

Engaging/Opening:

Teacher will provide a worksheet with questions regarding students’ prior knowledge about masks and mask-
making.

Teacher will ask:

What is a mask?

Who wears masks?

Where do we find masks?
What are masks made out of?

Teacher will show the masks from the Dominican Republic of Congo and by contemporary Eskimo mask maker
Terresa White.

Ask of masks from the Dominican Republic of Congo
1. What is this mask made of?
Is this mask asymmetrical or symmetrical?
What makes this mask Asymmetrical?
What kind of emotion does this mask convey?
What other kind emotions can masks convey?
Why do you think is the mouth vertical?
How is this mask different from other masks you have seen?

NouhswnN

Ask of the masks Terresa White makes:
1. What is this mask made of?
2. How can you tell this mask is asymmetrical?
3. What kind of emotion does this mask convey?
4. How is this mask different from the masks from the Dominican Republic of Congo?

Creating/Guided Practice

Demonstrations:

- The teacher will demonstrate how to assemble the mask over a live feed video projector, which will be
positioned so that it will not receive glare from any light sources.

Directions:

Distribution of materials:

- There will be scissors, glue, pencils, markers, and erasers already on the table in bins.

- One student from each table will get up to retrieve paper, posterboard, paint, and paint brushes.
- The teacher will provide modified tools to the students who need them.

The computers will be on and Adobe Creative Suite (Photoshop) will be open.
Computer-aided design tools will be prepared and located with the computers.



Individual work/group work:

Students will view a presentation about masks by the teacher. The teacher will share an article about masks
and mask-making chosen with input from students. The teacher will give a demo on how to make a mask. The
students will then sketch their own asymmetrical masks using pencil on paper. The students will share with
their small-groups which emotions they have chosen and why those emotions are important to portray in their
masks. After their masks have been approved by the teacher, they will create 3D masks using poster-board.

- The teacher will give individualized instructions for designing a mask on Photoshop.
- The teacher will give individualized instructions to students at the Learning Center, assisting them in choosing
an article regarding masks and mask-making to share with the whole class.

In Progress Assessment:

How are you exploring asymmetry?

How are you expressing emotion?

Why do you think the emotion you chose is important to portray in a mask?
How can you improve the craft?

How do you envision your mask to look when you are finished?

Clean up Procedures:
5 minutes before class ends students will put away supplies and clean up their table.

Closure/review:

What is the purpose of a mask?

Why are some masks asymmetrical in design?

If you could name your mask what would the title be?

Supplemental Activity (if finished early):
If students finish early they can continue to add details to their mask.

Lesson 2 Lesson Plan
Engaging/Opening:

Do you remember who wears masks?
What are masks used for?
How do masks make you feel?

Show image of Emil Nolde’s Masks (1911)

How is the composition arranged?

How does this piece make you feel?

What do the colors in this painting make you feel?

How is this piece of artwork similar to the masks we saw yesterday?
How is this piece different from the masks we saw yesterday?

What can you tell me about the faces in this painting?

Why do you think the artist created a painting of masks?

What do you think he is trying to say to us?

O NV kAWM



Creating/Guided Practice

Demonstrations:

The teacher will demo how to add textures using mixed media over a live feed video projector, which will be
positioned so it will not receive glare from light sources.

The teacher will give examples of bodily poses that aid in expressing a desired emotion using the mask.

Directions:

Distribution of materials:

There will be scissors, glue, pencils, markers, and erasers already on the tables in bins. The teacher will pass
out the masks for the students to finish. One student from each table will retrieve mixed media supplies.

Individual work/group work:

Students will finish creating their masks. Once they are done each student will pose in front of a backdrop of
their choice. The teacher will then take a picture of the student. Once every student’s picture has been taken
the teacher will arrange the images on Photoshop. Using student input the teacher will create a digital collage
that will express a range of emotions and allow students to compose an overall composition.

Students will share the research they have done on masks and mask-making.

In Progress Assessment:
1. How are you incorporating texture contrast?
2. What is the emotion you are portraying?-how are you showing this?
3. What details are needed?
Clean up Procedures:
15 minutes before class is over students will put away supplies and clean up their spaces.

Closure/review:

-The teacher will provide a worksheet with questions for students to answer regarding their current
understanding of masks and mask-making, which the teacher will provide. The worksheet will include the
following questions, which will also be discussed.

-What is the name of your mask?

-What emotion does your mask portray?

-What is asymmetry?

-Explain texture contrast.

-How many textures are on your mask?

-What would you do differently if you made another mask?

Supplemental Activity (if finished early):
-If finished early, students can view the books on masks that the teacher will provide.

Final Assesment:
-Rubric Attached



Unmasking the Mask

Craftsmanship

Rubric
0-1 2 3
Poor Good Exceeds Criteria
Poor craftsmanship. Good craftsmanship. Exemplary

craftsmanship.

Good variety — 2-3

Excellent variety — 4-5

Textures Little variety — 0-1
textures. textures. textures.
Asymmetry in mask Does not display Displays asymmetry.
design asymmetry.

Emotion in mask

Portrays emotion
poorly.

Portrays emotion
clearly.

Portrays emotion very
clearly.

Mixed media

Poor use of mixed
media — 0-1 types of
media.

Good use of mixed
media — 2-3 types of
media.

Excellent use of mixed
media — 4-5 types of
media.

Use of colors

Poor use of color — little
planning.

Good use of color —
good planning.

Excellent use of color —
exemplary planning.

Reflection

Exhibits poor reflection
skills.

Exhibits good reflection
skills.

Exhibits exemplary
reflection skills.

Small-group discussions

Poor participation —
little enthusiasm, does
not stay on task.

Good participation —
good enthusiasm, stays
on task.

Excellent participation —
great enthusiasm, stays
on task.

Vocabulary

Poor knowledge of
vocabulary — can define
and pronounce few
vocabulary words.

Good knowledge of
vocabulary — can define
and pronounce most
vocabulary words.

Excellent knowledge of
vocabulary — can define
and pronounce all
vocabulary words.

Research &
Presentation

Exhibits poor research
and presentation skills.

Exhibits good research
and presentation skills.

Exhibits exemplary
research and
presentation skills.

Post-test

Shows little knowledge
of the historical and
social context of masks
and the processes used
in mask-making.

Shows good knowledge
of the historical and
social context of masks
and the processes used
in mask-making.

Shows exemplary
knowledge of the
historical and social
context of masks and
the processes used in
mask-making.
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Comments:

10



